
The Idaho Bean Commission has spent 
the last several months refocusing its 
efforts to ensure that funds are spent in 
a way that generate the greatest possi-
ble returns to Idaho’s bean industry. In 
order to evaluate and prioritize the 
needs of Idaho bean producers, we 
conducted an extensive survey of bean 
growers. THANK YOU for participat-
ing! 

Over 210 surveys were returned to and 
every comment was reviewed. This feed-
back has served us greatly as we’ve been 
in discussions with   researchers to line up 
our projects for the coming year. If you 
have other questions or comments regard-
ing the activities of the Commission, 
please never hesitate to call. 

Thank You for Your Feedback 

Survey Results Put to Use 
Respondents were from all sectors of the 
bean industry and most were at least 
somewhat familiar with the Idaho Bean 
Commission.  

The top production challenges were quite 
clear. Nightshade was the clear “winner”, 
followed by other weeds and white mold. 

The top farm management challenges 
were the lack of post-plant herbicide op-
tions, irrigation management and fertilizer 
management. 

Responses regarding the focus and direc-
tion of the Commission were a little less 
cut and dried in that many nearly tied for 
the top score. These are (in order): (1) 
Researching pest and disease control,    
(2) Developing new dry bean varieties,  
(3) Promoting Idaho seed in Latin Ameri-
ca (4) Conducting grower education (bean 

schools), and (5) Conducting consumer 
out-reach and promotion. 

To the question regarding willingness to 
pay a higher assessment to fund Idaho 
specific breeding/research programs, 79 
respondents either Strongly Disagreed or 
Somewhat Disagreed, and 109 either 
Somewhat Agreed or Strongly Agreed. 

The board has had two meetings since 
the compilation of the survey results. In 
those meetings, not only have we devel-
oped strategic objectives to guide our 
activities based on your input, we’ve also 
solicited and funded multiple research 
projects designed specifically to meet the 
most pressing needs for the Idaho bean 
growers. 

Continue reading to hear what exciting 
things are in the pipeline. 
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Meet the New Administrator 
It is my privilege to have the role of Adminis-
trator of the Idaho Bean Commission. I began 
in September of 2012 following the retirement 
of Diana Caldwell who had served as Admin-
istrator for over 10 years. I grew up on a cattle 
ranch in northern Nevada. After completing 
my undergraduate and graduate studies at the 
University of Idaho, I worked for the Idaho 
State Department of Agriculture for nearly 7 
years as a Trade Specialist in their Market 
Development Division.  I am passionate about 
helping Idaho’s agriculture industry and am 
excited for this opportunity to serve you. Lacey Menasco, Administrator 

Idaho Bean Commission  



A few of the highlights from the past 
year include:  

• BCMV research through the Univer-
sity of Idaho 

• McGregor Seed Treatment Trials 

• Fertility Guide published through 
University of Idaho 

• Bean Schools in Magic Valley and 
Treasure Valley 

• Ag Pavilions at the Western Idaho 
and Twin Falls County Fairs 

• Northarvest Bean Days Trade Show 

• Manitoba Special Crops Symposium 

• Agri-Action and Western Idaho Ag 
Show 

• Grower Survey (over 210 returned) 

• Specialty Crop Grant Activities 

NIGHTSHADE 

The top challenge for Idaho bean 
producers was Nightshade. The Bean 
Commission contacted Dr. Don Mor-
ishita, from the University of Idaho 
Research and Extension Center in 
Kimberly to see what could be done.  
He has put together a great project 
testing a number of common herbi-
cides along with non-labeled projects 
and even organic treatments.  We 
hope to share the results of these tri-
als with you at the 2014 bean 
schools. 
 
FERTILIZER 

In 2012 the Commission funded the 
production of a fertilizer guide, part-
nering with Amber Moore, also from 
the Kimberly R and E Center. Since 

fertilizer management was also a top 
challenge,  we’ve coordinated with 
Amber, Joel Packham, and Steve 
Hines to conduct more fertility re-
search for beans in Idaho. This year 
we will be focusing on slow release 
Nitrogen. We will also be applying 
for a Specialty Crop Block Grant to 
continue this research on for at least 
two more years in both Parma and 
Kimberly. 
 
BCMV  

Building upon the previous successes 
of Dr. Alex Karasev of the Universi-
ty of Idaho, the Commission chose to 
continue funding research into Bean 
Common Mosaic Virus resistance in 
common bean varieties. 

 

 WHITE MOLD 

White mold was the second chal-
lenge following weeds. Miller Re-
search has been a great partner in 
research for producers in Idaho. 
They will be conducting trials this 
summer using various products and 
methods for preventing mold. Again, 
results should be available for the 
2014 bean schools. 
 
SEED TREATMENTS 

The Bean Commission funded seed 
treatment trials through McGregor in 
2012 with good results. The board 
chose to fund these again in 2014 
with new and different products. 
There will also be an organic treat-
ment. To see the results from 2012, 
contact the Commission. 
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2012-2013 Accomplishments 

Selected Research for 2013 

IDAHO BEAN COMMISSION 

FY 2013 Expenditures (Projected)

Specialty Crop Block
Grants

Administrative/Policy
Development

Industry Partnership

Market Development

Research

Education & Information

$145,744

$56,150

$40,924

$28,311

$23,424
$12,386

The Commission is continuously exploring new opportunities and is 
searching for the best venue to get return to Idaho bean producers. We are 

happy to receive your comments and ideas. Please feel free to contact 
Lacey at (208)334-3520 or lacey.menasco@bean.idaho.gov 



SPRING 2013  

Breeding Research: Continue efforts 
to develop a Bean Common Mosaic 
Virus and Curly Top Virus resistant 
yellow bean for the Sinaloa market and 
domestic production. Explore opportu-
nities to begin a new bean breeding 
program either through public or pri-
vate partnerships. 

Production Research: Research best 
production methods in the area of ferti-
lizers, pesticides, herbicides, soil 
amendments, irrigation, seed treat-
ments, inoculants, and planting and 
harvesting techniques. 
 

Objective #3: Conducting grower 
education  
Host semi-annual bean schools in the 
Magic Valley and Treasure Valley, 
partnering with the University of Idaho 
Extension.  Communicate with grow-
ers through an annual newsletter. 

Distribute new materials (i.e. Fertilizer 
Guide) to dealers and offer copies for 
fieldmen to distribute. 

 

The Commission has been very suc-
cessful in receiving Specialty Crop 
Block Grants every year since 2009. 
These grants have funded research 
and development activities that 
would have otherwise been impossi-
ble. 
 
In 2009 we began work developing a  
yellow bean variety that was resistant 
to Bean Common Mosaic Virus 
(BCMV) and Beet Curly Top Virus 
(BCTV). Continued funding was 
received in 2011 and we are getting 

quite close to realizing the fruits of 
our labor. In 2013 we will submitting 
for Specialty Crop Grant Funding to 
continue this project through replicat-
ed nursery trials, field increases, and 
trials in Sinaloa, Mexico. With multi-
ple promising lines, we are excited to 
see the outcomes of these trials and 
hopefully the release of a new virus 
resistant variety in 2015! 
 
Grant funds were also received in 
2010 and 2012 for development of 
the Mexico bean seed market. These 

projects included field trials in Chi-
huahua in 2011, accompanied by a 
grower field day and exhibiting at a 
trade show. In 2013 we will be con-
ducting trials in Zacatecas and Du-
rango. These two will be followed up 
by hosting a field day for local grow-
ers and dealers. We will be sharing 
the results at a local agricultural 
show. The grants have also allowed 
us to create some new Spanish mar-
keting materials that should serve us 
well in these venues for many years 
to come. 

Page 3 

The Commission’s Strategic Objectives 
Mission Statement: 

To promote Idaho’s premier reputation as a consistent, top-quality, disease-free, dry and 
green bean seed producer and to promote beans as a nutritious and healthy food. 

Specialty Crop Grant Update 

Objective #1: Promotion of Idaho 
bean seed 

Domestic Promotion: exhibiting at 
seed shows, production of the Dealer 
Directory, maintenance of the IBC 
website, and placement of ads in in-
dustry publications. 

Developed International Market  
Promotion (Mexico): Continue field 
trials,  exhibit at 1 trade show annual-
ly, continue communication and sup-
port through trade missions and litera-
ture. 

Emerging International Market    
Development: Pursue grant funding 
opportunities for trade missions, trials, 
and visits to other markets 
 

Objective #2: Conducting disease, 
pest, and breeding research 

Pest and Weed Research: Work the 
University of Idaho to pursue research 
of Nightshade and other weeds. Pursue 
avenues for increasing post plant herb-
icide options for Idaho bean growers. 
Continue working with Miller Re-
search on fungicide trials 

Objective #4: Monitor policies that 
could affect the bean industry in 
Idaho 
Work with the Idaho State Department 
of Agriculture, Idaho Farm Bureau, 
Idaho Crop Improvement Association, 
Western Bean Dealers and Food Pro-
ducers to ensure laws and rules are 
created and enforced to protect Idaho’s 
bean industry 

 

Objective #5: Consumer education 
and promotion 

Exhibit in the Ag Pavilions in the Can-
yon County Fair, Western Idaho Fair, 
and Twin Falls County Fair 

Update recipe brochures for distribu-
tion at events, adding nice photos and 
nutritional information on all consumer 
materials. Maintain a database of reci-
pes on the website 

Explore opportunities to partner with 
local organizations to capitalize on 
consumer education and promotion 



GROWERS 

Doug Carlquist (Vice Chairman) 
Represents Gooding, Lincoln, and    
Jerome counties 

Leonard Andrew 
Represents Washington, Payette, Gem, 
Canyon, and Ada counties 

Bill Bitzenburg 
Represents Twin Falls, Owyhee, and 
Elmore counties 

Dana Rasmussen 
Represents Cassia, Power, Bannock, 
Franklin, and Minidoka counties 

DEALERS 

Lorell Skogsberg (Chairman) 
Harris Moran Seed Co. 
Production Manager 

John Dean 
Centennial Seed Company 
Idaho Seed Been Company 
President 

Don Tolmie 
Treasure Valley Seed Company 
Production Manager 

Gina Lohnes 
Trinidad Benham 
Production Coordinator 

Have you ever wondered how to get 
more involved with the Commission?  
Maybe you have some great ideas you’d 
like to share or just feel like it’s time for 
your voice to be hear. Here is your 
chance. The Commission will have 
three openings starting on July 1, 
2013. Commissioners must have resided 
within the state of Idaho for 3 years and 
be actively involved in growing or pro-
cessing beans in Idaho. A small honorar-
ium and travel expenses are covered by 
the Commission. 

Commissioners are appointed at the 
pleasure of the governor. You can find 
the application online at: 
gov.idaho.gov/admin/appointment.html. 
Contact Ann Beebe with questions at: 
208-854-3028 or 
ann.beebe@gov.idaho.gov 

Submit your application along with a 
resume to the Office of the Governor 
by May 30, 2013 for consideration. 

Meet Your Commissioners 

821 W State St. 
Boise, ID 83712 

The Commission is seeking applications for the following 3 board positions: 
• A bean dealer representative from anywhere in the state; 

• a grower representing Washington, Payette, Gem, Canyon, and Ada counties; 
• and a grower representing Twin Falls, Owyhee, and Elmore counties. 

 

Current board members may apply. 
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